REPORT OF HOSPITAL ECONOMICS COMMITTEE. 

Madam President and Members of the Society: I have the honor to 
present the annual report for the committee of the course in hospital 
economics. There are registered at present in the entire hospital 
economics class twelve students. Miss Isabel Jewell, of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, who already holds a domestic science diploma and 
hospital economics diploma, will this year receive a bachelor’s degree, 
having completed four years of work. 

Senior Class: Miss Josephine Durkee, Blockley Hospital, Philadel¬ 
phia; Miss A. J. Pring, New Haven Hospital, New Haven, Connecticut; 
Miss Anna Hedges, Brooklyn Homoeopathic Hospital, Brooklyn, New 
York; Miss Elizabeth Harcourt, Buffalo General Hospital, Buffalo, 
New York. The first three of these expect to graduate with hospital 
economics diplomas this June, having completed the two years’ course. 
Miss Harcourt, having done some outside teaching, etc., which took much 
of her time, will finish her two years’ work, or sixty points, next year. 

Junior Class: Miss Ida Marker, Colorado Hospital, Denver, Colorado; 
Miss Nellie Hall, Grand Rapids, Michigan; Miss Edith Muhs, Illinois 
Training-school, Chicago, Illinois; Miss Krug, Holyoke Hospital, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts. These receive hospital economics certificates: 
Miss Martha Cretcher, of New Haven Hospital; Miss Kathryn Deeker, 
Erie, Pennsylvania; Miss Anne Gibbs Hayes, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Three members of the junior class hope to return, if not next year, 
some time in the near future to obtain their diplomas. Two, however, 
have had the misfortune to be ill. We are again indebted to Miss Banfield 
and Miss Riddle for their interesting lectures, and we are also deeply 
grateful to Miss Dock, who gave a most interesting course, in lieu of Miss 
Nutting, who found herself unable to come on. 

The regular lectures have been supplemented by the following: Mr. 
Byard, of St. Luke’s, on “ Purchase and Care of Drugs; ” Mrs. Yon 
Wagner gave a very interesting lecture on her work as “A Sanitary 
Inspector;” Dr. Wood, head of the physical educational department, on 
“Hygiene of the Nervous System;” Mrs. Codley, of the domestic art 
department, on “Textiles;” Dr. Volte very kindly gave the class special 
lectures on “ Laboratory Work in Urine Analysis.” 

Mr. Butler, of the firm of Butler and Rodman, architects, gave several 
very interesting lectures on “Hospital Construction,” illustrating with 
the plans of recent hospitals erected in New York, and also criticized the 
plans submitted as an examination by the class. We are also very appre- 
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dative of the kindness of the training-school superintendents of the 
hospitals in the city which were visited by the class. They gave much 
time and valuable instruction. 

The appointment of Miss Alline, the lecturer in charge, as inspector 
of training-schools of New York state, necessitated tendering her resigna¬ 
tion for the first of December. We find it difficult to express our appre¬ 
ciation of Miss Alline’s years of loyal and unselfish devotion to this course 
at the Teachers’ College. Its difficulties have been greater than can be 
generally appreciated, and have steadily grown. She was able to report 
before leaving not only a number who were working for the certificate at 
the College, but an equal number studying to obtain the diploma offered 
for the second-year course. While her loss was of necessity much felt by 
the chairman, she so arranged the details of the work, that the course has 
gone on uneventfully and satisfactorily for the remaining months. Miss 
Hedges, whom she suggested for a temporary successor, has not only 
carried on the details of the work admirably, but has been able to continue 
the necessary studies for a diploma. It is her purpose to do some further 
work at the college next year, and -we trust we shall be able to secure her 
services for such details of the work as Miss Nutting will be unable to 
handle. 

We shall have to ask the Association to continue its efforts to raise the 
sum necessary to carry on the yearly expenses, which is about $ 600 . I 
beg to call your attention to two or three items in this brief report. We 
have this year one of our students completing a four years’ course at the 
Teachers’ College, which entitles her to a bachelor’s degree. It was much 
doubted whether any of our students would be able to spend the two years 
necesssary to obtain a diploma. Last year this was obtained by one. Three 
will complete their two years this June. Three members of the present 
June class intend to return, and above all, one of the most brilliant and 
intelligent minds in our profession has been given the professorship in 
the Teachers’ College, and has promised to give every moment of time 
that can be spared from the broader work she has been appointed to 
undertake, to developing and improving this most valuable course. We 
cannot but be grateful for the steady if not rapid progress these returns 
give evidence of; neither can we fail to realize how firm a foothold our 
course has obtained. None of us who have been harassed by the details 
of equipment and overwhelmed by the difficulties of administration can 
fail to appreciate what this course can and should be to the institutions 
being erected yearly all over the United States. That Miss Nutting can 
do for us what few could, we realize, but have we any right to impose so 
heavy a burden? And may I again call your attention to the fact that 
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should Miss Nutting be unable for any reason to continue in her work, 
her successor would not necessarily be a member of our profession ? Can 
we not this year make some united efforts, through our own large body of 
women, representing a still larger number, to obtain the necessary sum 
for the endowment ? I believe the opportunity before us is unusual. We 
have a course established in Columbia University. We have a member of 
the profession undertaking a field of work which will be exceedingly 
valuable to us in our own. We have that great department in New York, 
Bellevue and Allied Hospitals, erecting costly and well equipped buildings, 
and an unusually broad-minded and progressive board over the training- 
schools, who w'ould, I firmly believe, be willing to be of any possible 
assistance in the higher education of the profession. We need to best 
carry on that work, our own endowment, that we may control our appoint¬ 
ment and further the best ends of the Society. 

Annie W. Goodrich, 

Chairman, Hospital Economics Committee. 


PROVISIONS ALREADY EXISTING FOR THE CARE OF 
THE SICK OF MODERATE MEANS. 

MRS. L. W. QUINTARD 

In answer to the inquiry as to the provision made for the family of 
moderate means in time of illness, I have endeavored to collect data which 
would give some idea of the provision made by general hospitals, special 
hospitals, visiting nurse societies and private nurses for the care of 
families whose incomes are so small that when serious illness develops 
they are unable to provide for adequate care of the patient without assist¬ 
ance. Owing, however, to the short time given for the preparation of this 
article, it has been almost impossible to obtain the necessary facts. The 
paper is therefore presented, not so much as a source of information, as 
with the hope that it will promote a discussion which will bring before the 
meeting the manner in which this work is being done in the different 
cities represented. From the oft-quoted expression, “one must be either 
very poor or very rich in order to receive proper care during illness,” one 
would be led to suppose that the poor never lack this care, but in cases 
where the patients are too ill to be removed to a hospital, or refuse to go, 
it is very difficult to procure satisfactory care for them in their homes. 
The people we shall consider to-day are not the very poor, but those in 
moderate circumstances, with an income ranging from fifteen dollars to 
thirty-five dollars a week, those who have been accustomed to the comforts 
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